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Summary

In the article, “Conditioning the effects of aid: Cold War politics, donor credibility, and democracy in Africa,” the author Dunning Thud discusses about taming the effects of aid in African countries affected by the Cold War. According to the author, the effect of foreign assistance based on regime in beneficiary nations is widely debated. He argues that the focus on moral hazard has diverted attention from a system connecting foreign assistance to domestic political institutions. As revealed in the article, during the Cold War, the geopolitical aims of donors weakened the trustworthiness of threats to tame assistance on the acceptance of democratic changes. Since the donors aided African nations so that they can gain influence, the end of the Cold War really affected their influence. “During the Cold War, foreign donors prioritized strategic considerations and the spread of their political influence in sub-Saharan Africa (Dunning 410).” Additionally the author presents statistical proof that the positive relationship between donor’s aid and African democracy is quite limited to post-Cold war era. This underscores the importance of global geopolitical context in taming the impact of support. 

According to the author, the end of the Cold War would pose threats to hold back developmental aid to African nations in two ways. The first way of withholding assistance is the diminished strategy and the second is the dissolution of the Soviet Union (Dunning 412). As the author explains, failure to combine aid and democratic reforms during the Cold War era arose from geostrategic concerns of the donors. It is quite clear from the research and findings in this article that the relationship between foreign donors and democracy in the sub-Saharan Africa is highly conditioned by the distinction between the periods of the Cold War and post-Cold war. 
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